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STEVE STRIKE

Painter Josie Kunoth Petyarre, from Utopia in the Northern Territory, is being thwarted by a downturn in the art market

LE

1 the p inch as super jitters bite

MICHAELA BOLAND
NATIONAL ARTS WRITER

THE faltering market for indi-
genous art, under siege from
changes to superannuation rules,
is threatening the livelihoods of
artists such as Josie Kunoth
Petyarre and Dinni Kunoth
Kemarre just as they looked
poised to reap the rewards of
years of work.

Petyarre and her husband,
Kemarre, this month won awards
in the Waterhouse Natural His-
tory Prize at the South Australian
Museum. Petyarre won the
$10,000 first prize for paintings
with one of her colourful
Sugarbag canvases, while Kemar-
re collected the first prize for
sculpture with a bird carving.

Canvases and carvings by the
couple from Utopia, 300km west

 of Alice Springs, will be onshow at

the Melbourne Art Fair next
week. But with the art sector
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DIANE MOSSENSON

GALLERY OWNER

fearful of a business downturn,

the gains of recent years could be
short-lived. LG

At Sotheby’s bumper indigen-
ous art auction this week only
42 per cent of works sold, despite
reasonable price estimates and

‘many pieces coming with strong
- provenance.

The Save Super Art campaign
has so far failed to get an assur-

~ ance from the Labor government
that, should it be re-elected, it will

exempt art from changes to self-

‘managed superannuation funds.

~ Superannuation purchases
have underpinned the art indus-
try, with sales in the past decade
accounting for an estimated
10-15 per cent of all business. But
the recent Cooper review advised
that art should be ineligible as an
asset within SMSFs.
According to Save Super Art,
.galleries and auction houses on

‘the east and west coasts have

reported a downturn in business
since the review was published
early this month.

lery represents Petyarre and
Kemarre, said the Sotheby's re-
sults confirmed that buyers were
exercising significant caution.

“There was a lot of Papunya
Tula work that didn’t do well
despite reasonable prices,” she
said, adding that works from the
Alice Springs gallery had always
been very collectable.

The Waterhouse win for
second-generation  painter
Petyarre — afinalistin more than
20 competitions whose work is
held by the federal government’s
Artbank and other notable collec-
tions — crowned a steady rise to
recognition over 20 years.
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